BOOKS AND REPORTS
The Environment and Its Effect Upon Man-By the Harvard School of Public Health. Boston, 1937. 297 pp. Price, $3.50.
Man's environment is a subject for philosophers and political economists, and forms the core of all public health study. The present volume is an effort to correlate a few of the many aspects of the subject. It is a compilation of the papers presented at the symposium held at the Harvard School of Public Health, August 24-29, 1936 , as a part of the Harvard University Tercentenary Celebration. Nineteen papers are presented, chiefly by the staff of the School of Public Health, but also several others. The subjects comprise: The effects of social environment, industrial fatigue, air-borne infection, heat and humidity, abnormal air conditions in industry, high pressures, industrial operations in compressed air, carbon monoxide poisoning, toxic organic vapors and gases, dusts and fumes, pneumoconiosis in its various relations, air conditioning in normal life and in hospitals, and the organization and equipment of industrial hygiene laboratories. Except the paper on air-borne infection and its sanitary control, which appeared in The Journal of the American Medical Association, all of the papers have been published in The Journal of Industrial Hygiene and Toxicology. Illustrations, charts, tables, and extensive bibliographies accompany. An index is omitted but this seems unnecessary in view of the nature of the compilation and the 1921, 1920 to 1929, and 1929 to 1931 . Two further tables give the mortality for white males and for White females in the original Registration [841] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH Aug., 1937 States, 1929 to 1931 thus premitting a comparison with the tables quoted from Glover, which are for the same population groups at earlier dates. The last 2 complete tables show the mortality, exclusive of deaths from tuberculosis, for white males and white females in the Registration States for 1920, in the years 1920 to 1929.
The tables just listed tabulate the life table functions for each year of age, but the 8 tables relating to the original Registration States are further expanded by a tabulation of the functions for monthly subdivisions of the first year of life, the 2 most recent tables subdividing the first month into still finer divisions.
It is not necessary to point out to those who are acquainted with Glover's Tables, and Miss Foudray's Abridged Life Tables of 1920, the great utility of this new volume. The fact that, like the 1910 tables, the functions are tabulated for each year of age, makes them especially valuable. Two features of these earlier publications of the Census Bureau will, however, be missed in this latest volume, one being the raw data on which the life tables were based, and the other a description of the procedure by which the life table functions were derived from the raw data. The former omission is especially regrettable since the Registration Area was not complete in 1930 and the mortality figures are partly estimated.
The procedures used in preparing the tables were selected or devised by Miss Foudray of the Census Bureau, and reviewed by Professor Glover. It would be of interest to have them outlined, particularly for the life tables in which the deaths from tuberculosis are omitted, since various assumptions might be made with regard to the mortality of those now dying from tuberculosis if this cause of death were eliminated. The lack of statement as to what assumption was made leaves the interpretation of the table in some doubt.
The selection of tables to be included seems to be very fortunate for a wide variety of applied problems. It is very much hoped that it will be possible for the Census Bureau to make such tables a routine part of its publication program. MARGARET It is a mark of progress when a social organization recognizes one of the most serious problems of mankind. This publication was made possible through the aid of the Supreme Council, 33rd°Scottish Rite Masons of the Northern Jurisdiction, U. S. A.
In the introduction-research trends in mental disorder-the difficulties involved in dealing with the field of psychiatry are considered. The complex variables, the lack or impossibility of applying experimental technics, the physiologic and psychologic contrasts are a few factors discussed. Tables are presented to show the numerical distribution of 1,778 papers, monographs, and books in 12 languages during the years of 1920 to 1934. The clinical features of dementia praecox are described from the historical point of view. For practical purposes the Kraepelinian types are delineated, with emphasis placed upon the need for a new and more comprehensive classification of the praecox group. Some of the directions in which psychology might contribute would be: (1) formulation of the " natural history " of the development of the disorder in the individual, (2)
